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·Boomer band seizes
 
It 

'-'" ',:L: , '. nee IJ'Las','"'Cha"" "'+ rock 
By CRAIG M1UER 
Special to the News & Record 

Mick Jagger once said he 
didn't want to be singing f( (I 

"~ Can't Get No) Satisfaction" 
when he was 40. He must have 
decided rock is harder to get 
out of your'system than he 
thought. 

Members of Last Chance 
can relate. All but one of the 
five musicians of the Winston­
Sillemband are in their 50s. 
WhaVirmore, its two founding 
members, Clark Harper and 
Bill Briggs, gave up playing 
'musiem their 208. 

They loved rock and roll, 
but competition was intense. 

'..... In the'1970s, a band sprang up 
in every g!ll'ag~ with enough 
electricity to power up an amp. 
Mitch Easter, who hung out 

. with some,ofthe same ,crowd 
aS,Happer, went onto produce, 
RE,M'; and became the front 
rnait for Let's Adawe. 

It was easy to feel a little in­
" "'<0 .• ' • 

timid.a.ted. 
"They were all so much bet· 

ter·, than I was, I just decided 
I wasn'tgo~g!o make it'0 
that scene," saId Harper, 55. 
He eventually became a Web 
developer for Novant Health, 
Briggs works 8S an insurance 
agent. 

As they began the less glam-. -dence to get in a band','; said. 
?rou~ caI1~g of miakin' g a liv·:. B.rJ.W,:ggS!tin'?6. 'th • '<';;;~iI "'·,v·'-'tho ' 

1l'!g, time, Lor mus c,began to . " 'O.~ .g WI o· er mUSk ~.~ :~~,}~<·.'~~,;;j!i\i;-i.'(,,-.'{, :.', '~~~{,'. 
dISappear, "The gwtar lay
around the house," Harper 
said. "I would pick it up some­
times and play along with re­
cords.". .,' 

Atleast 1t beat all' gw.tar. 
But a feeling of incomplete­
ness lingered. Briggs felt much 
the same, 
. Independently. they each 
decided to give it another try, 
They met while taking lessons 
under John Tatllm. who is the 
front man'for Promise Break­
ers, TatumheIped them get 
their chops back. and pushed 
thelr lilpits. 

""l tlsed to kid (Briggs) when 
;he came in,and say, 'Let's start 
a band,'" Harper said. He may 

' hav,~been jo~ at~.t, b;ut" 
likethe1l)uslC they were play"'
ing1the ide~,began',t~) sound 
better an(j be~er;Tatum . '. 

.. he~l'~d fJie their,amb.iti,ons. . 
... "john gave.us the-coafi" . 

Clans IS an unbeatapJe:e}{pen"·":i.~" ':"""i;"~<- (;, .~, '. ::·'.v ;'''1;.
'en~, Tatu~ said~ f:~0':re,au,y ',~~~mb,e~ 0rt~~ t~,stCh~.~~,·bahd (from left to rIght). P'eter Grzan, ­
·hon.€h'Ol,lrtiriling'~6\yp,~a,:,<-ri~IU:8.r~gg~,,·N~~than.lfa,IJl~er!~~e B,urkhead and Clark Harper. All but 
J~laY'~Kfo~hrr J?lay.~r,s;y(nl: .·-:"',·:\f~~,I~~AVh~(s·~prare'{B~:~~~p'~.mers, 
p'av~; ~o plax -w~thsQ9lebo~y,',~, '.;' ;.~-'l.1f./+, ::-;" "::(3. ,:",t1,
h,e ,SJU.¢....rfs re,a,}ly 'WOl'lI:~(J '.Elut. ,:' on~'h.H~~t¢~:·G1;Zani S~i therr 
W(;}ll for,those a-Uys:", " ,-. a singed.ttMV'Til~ortrnite,a 

Harper andBITiggs first 
joined with a. veteran drum­
mer, Briggs' brother;in-law, 
Steve Burkhead, 52. Burkhead 
had stuck with his music since 
junior high, They soon ac- . 
quired their youngest'player, 
26·year·old bassist Nathan 
Faulkn~r. Now all they needed 
was a Singer. T~~Y found 

I 

Methodist Cliurch. 
rhey jampled tagether for 

about a. year before plil-Wtg 
their first gigil1 November 
2005. Last .Chanceplayed its 
first set at the now-defunct 
Rubber Soul club before a 
crowd of abbut'7S;'to 100 pea­

- pIe. They've since played bars, 
"holiday events and 

I~ to .Toad the ,.: .;':·.chiu;rc.e;' to ~ro.\:',e some~ng ,:. , ' . 
",l1:1Eet: ~Gi"Zan's clear.' ," irnport8.Dt, just'for their o.w;U ". '" 
J~g',t1?-1'9:tigh}he aif\~¢~~' .csa:~sf~?tion ..AnY9ne e~s~+, ',~' , 

d'Jwf0.ht mstru~eh-/""y(0ul;d J~8t call1t~rocl(an.~··flll,:'' ,,, 

nee 

CRAli>-M'-I-L-LER-/S :::t'-t---h---N'&'R 
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fundraisers. " 
Before arecent .gig at Sixth 

and Vine.·theguy~j9ked abou 
getting spooked before their 
~t shoWS. Grzansllid singinl 
before, a.bar crowd was merel 
fear. Singing his fir{lt.Hme in 
ChUl'ch - now that was:terroIAn qout later, tq'ey'launche 
into their first set, spanning a 

'., i" 

Please see Chance-, Page 1 

tala ,an.d a,dmving drum beat.> 
., _:, Tl)J~ir tunes got the friel).!ity 
, '. ~i:Q;wd:.:w.l'i,OQP1,ng{ aridoutdanc­

in:g-r0t(the.float:. These guyS-: . 
.,cau.;~~ir .music their "fast"' / ,,;,.,' 


